
What Is an Iterator?

• An object that traverses a collection of 
data

• Similar to bookmark
• During iteration, each data item is 

considered once
− Possible to modify item as accessed

• Should be implemented as a distinct class 
that interacts with the collection
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Why Iterators?
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ArrayList<Integer> values = new ArrayList<Integer>();
…
///add 6 numbers to values 
…

// The goal is to remove all even numbers
for(int i = 0; i < 6 ; i++){

if (values.get(i) % 2 == 0)
values.remove(i);

}

// Same here. But which one do you think will work?
for(Iterator<Integer> it = values.iterator(); it.hasNext();)

if(it.next() % 2 == 0)
it.remove();

System.out.println("Result:” + values.toString());
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Multiple Iterators


