
Typical Steps in a public clone 
method

• Invoke the clone method of the superclass by writing 
super.clone()  (makes a shallow copy)

• Enclose this call to clone in a try block and write a catch 
block to handle the possible exception 
CloneNotSupportedException.  You can skip this step if 
super.clone() invokes the public clone method.

• Clone the mutable data fields of the object that 
super.clone() returns, when possible.

• Return the clone










